What is the contribution to knowledge, theory, policy or practice offered by the paper? 

In this study, the existence of several distinct groups based on the annual duration of their stay at the chosen destination and the engagement level is remarked. Finishing the approach with a classification of residential tourism as a tourist activity depending on time spent at destination. To do so, a specification is firstly agreed to be used as the research starting point.
After setting the starting point, an extensive review of the literature of the phenomenon is developed analyzing the papers published in the last 10 years. The study focuses on the characteristics of the process of choosing a private accommodation.

The contribution to knowledge of this paper provides a theoretical and practical contribution on the purchasing behavior of the residential tourist applying a model to a destination sufficiently representative of the phenomenon.

The findings obtained are conclusive about the differences and similarities among those people who purchase and use a house as accommodation and spend more or less than six months on the destination analyzed.
How does the paper offer a social science perspective / approach?

This paper aims to serve as a meeting for residential tourism specialists, measuring, investigating and understanding this tourism typology from the Consumer Behaviour point of view.

Although residential tourism is a well known topic, it is one of the tourism typologies that has been less investigated and treated in a systematic way. Throughout the investigation we will check the lack of consensus over private accommodation as a tourism typology.
Finally, we will develop our own definition, where contributions from previous studies will be collected and two schools of thought on the concept will be considered, depending on whether residential tourism is regarded as tourist activity or not.

Once we have studied the different aspects of consumer behaviour, a model of behaviour is to be presented. After the designing phase, the model will be contrasted empirically.
Basically, the study contributed to a theoretical enhancement of the current level of knowledge on the existing literature on residential tourism, achieved by testing empirically consumer behaviour. In terms of the research practical contribution, the findings of the study could aid in the development of applied strategies at destination.

